
 
 

A STATEMENT FROM COLORADO CLERGY AND RELIGIOUS LEADERS 
OPPOSED TO BALLOT AMENDMENTS 47, 49, and 54. 

 
As clergy and religious leaders from various faith traditions in Colorado, we would like to publicly 
applaud the Colorado Labor Movement, Protect Colorado’s Future and the many mainstream 
business leaders who have recently come together in an unprecedented way to oppose 
Amendments 47, 49, and 54.  Such joint efforts to serve the common good are to be both 
celebrated and honored.   

Like many people of faith in our different congregations and communities, we are deeply 
concerned about important family issues such as the rate of home foreclosures, the lack of 
affordable health care coverage for children, and the need for more family-supporting jobs that 
provide good wages and benefits. 

There now seems to be broad agreement that Amendments 47, 49, and 54 simply make it 
harder in different ways for public servants and workers like nurses and firefighters to advocate 
for improvements in their workplace and for their profession.   

During this time of great economic uncertainty in our country, we should be especially careful of 
Amendments that would change our State Constitution and make it harder for workers and their 
employers to reach their own agreements about how their workplace is structured.   

Therefore, we call on all people of good will to join with the labor and business leaders of 
Colorado in Voting NO on Amendments 47, 49, and 54.   

Please note: (The congregations and/or organizations below are listed for identification purposes only.  
The signatures represent only the position of the individual clergy and religious leaders who have signed 
on in support). 

 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Joel R. Schwartzman, Congregation B'nai Chaim, Morrison, CO. 
 
Rabbi Brain Field, Judaism Your Way, Denver, CO 
 
Imam Abdur‐Rahim Ali, Northeast Denver Islamic Center 
 
Rev. Patrick O. Hurley, President, Interfaith Alliance of Colorado  
 



The Rev. Bret Hays, Curate, Saint John’s Episcopal Cathedral 
 
Rev. Delores Shortridge, Our Merciful Saviour Episcopal Church, Denver 

Rev. Dr. James Fouther, Jr.  Senior Pastor, The United Church of Montbello, Denver 

Sister Maureen McCormack, SL, PhD. Sisters of Loretto (Roman Catholic). 
 
Rev. Regina C. Groff ‐ Pastor of Campbell Chapel A.M.E. (African Methodist Episcopal) Church, Denver 
 
Rev. Patrick L. Demmer, Graham Memorial Community Church Of God In Christ 
 
Rev. Mike Morran, First Unitarian Church of Denver 
 
Reverend Linda Gertenbach, Peace with Justice Facilitator, Rocky Mountain Conference, United 
Methodist Church. 
 
Rev. Mariah Hayden, pastor, Grant Avenue United Methodist Church 
Rev. Paul Kottke, Senior Pastor, University Park United Methodist Church 

Rev. William R. Morris, Pastor, Burns Memorial United Methodist Church 

Rev. Terri Todd, Parker United Methodist Church 

Ammon Lane‐Ramsey, Youth Minister, Parker United Methodist Church 
 
Rev. Paul Murphy‐Geiss, Pastor, Simpson United Methodist Church 
Mary Ann Dimand, Pastor, Rocky Mountain Conference of The United Methodist Church 
Rev. Pam Everhart, associate pastor, First United Methodist Church, Fort Collins, CO 
Todd Everhart, Pastor, Rinn United Methodist Church, Frederick, CO 
Rev. Dr. Marti Zimmerman, Senior Pastor, Smoky Hill United Methodist Church  

Rev. Julie Todd, United Methodist Church, Ph.D. Student, Iliff School of Theology 

Rev. George E. Dunn, Hospital chaplain, member of the committee on Church & Society, Rocky 
Mountain Conference, United Methodist Church. 

Rev. Eunsang‐Lee, Pastor, Warren United Methodist Church, Denver. 

Rev. Yvonne Lee, Pastor, Evanston United Methodist Church, Denver. 

Rev. Bradley Laurvick, Associate Minister, St. Luke's United Methodist Church, Highlands Ranch, CO. 

Rev. Bill Kirton, United Methodist Pastor, Retired 

Rev. Mr. John D. Spangler, Ph.D., retired United Methodist clergyman, Denver. 
 



The Rev. Dr. Patrick R. Bruns, Senior Pastor, Brentwood United Methodist Church, Denver, and Chair: 
Rocky Mountain Conference Board for a Racially Diverse & Inclusive Church 

Anne Dunlap, M.Div., Pastor, Comunidad Liberación/Liberation Community 
Denver, CO 
 
Rev Ron Stief, Director of Organizing Strategy, Faith in Public Life 
Washington DC 
 
Rev. Peter Sawtell, Executive Director, Eco‐Justice Ministries, Denver 
 
Rev. Dr. Cathie Kelsey, Dean of the Chapel, Iliff School of Theology 

Dr. Dana W. Wilbanks, Professor Emeritus of Christian Ethics, Iliff School of Theology 

Dr. Miguel A. De La Torre, Associate‐Professor of Social Ethics, Iliff School of Theology 

Jeffrey H. Mahan, Academic Vice President and Dean of Faculty, Professor of Ministry, Media and 
Culture, Iliff School of Theology 

Rev. Dr. Phil Campbell, Director of Ministry Studies, Director of the Justice and Peace Program, and 
Visiting Assistant Professor of Leadership and Congregational Studies, Iliff School of Theology 

Dr. Tink Tinker (wazhazhe, Osage Nation) , Clifford Baldridge Professor of American Indian Cultures and 
Religious Traditions , Iliff School of Theology and Four Winds American Indian Council 

Rev. Malcolm Himschoot, United Church of Christ, Colorado 

Rev. Kristina Lizardy‐Hajbi, United Church of Christ, Colorado Springs, CO 
Rev Bonita Bock, Co‐Director, Wartburg College West, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Denver. 

The Rev. Bill Calhoun, Co‐Pastor, Montview Boulevard Presbyterian Church 

The Rev. Dr. Kevin R. Maly, Pastor, St. Paul Church (ELCA), Denver 

Mark Meeks, Minister, Capitol Heights Presbyterian Church, Denver 

Laura J. Folkwein, M.Div, MSW, Director‐ Urban Servant Corps, a Lutheran Volunteer Ministry of the 
Rocky Mountain Synod of the ELCA.  

The Rev. Larry Angus, Honorably retired minister, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Elizabeth S. Muldrow, honorably retired member, The Presbytery of Denver 

William F. Muldrow, honorably retired member, The Presbytery of Denver 

Rev. Daniel Klawitter, Religious Outreach Organizer, FRESC for Good Jobs and Strong Communities, 
Denver. 


